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view is the method of narration used in a short story, novel,
poem, or work of nonfiction. In a story told from the third-person
view, the narrator, or the voice that tells the story, is an outside

In a story told from first-person point of view, the narrator is a

in the story and uses the pronouns / and me.

G

st as you can't believe everything everyone tells you, you can't always
everything you learn from a first-person narrator. An unreliable

or is a narrator whose assessment of events cannot be trusted for
eason—nhe or she might be purposefully lying, mentally unstable,
oung or unsophisticated to fully understand events. In order to

ine whether or not a narrator is reliable, consider his or her actions,
es, and statements, and then decide whether he or she is generally

Biworthy.

o you think the narrator of “The Tell-Tale Heart"is reliable? Review the
;;f‘g and identify the lines that help you decide.
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Analyze Suspense N

Sspense is the sense of growing tension, fear, and exciternent felt by the
feader, When a story is suspenseful, the reader becomes increasingly curious
about what will happen next. Writers use different techniques to create
SUspense in fiction. Notice these examples from “The Tell-Tale Heart”

lerision

di-rizh’an) n.
derision is jeering |
aughter or ridicule;

Describing a character’s * ..groan of mortal terror . ... it was the low, stifled
Wypocritical anxiety or fear sound that arises from the bottom of the soul when
hipa-krit™-kal) ad] overcharged with awe!
fsomeone is s ; . :
Wpocritical, the Using vivid words to describe  “He had the eye of a vulture—a pale blue eye with a film
Yerson is false or ?ralrjnatic sights, sounds, or over it Whenever it fell upon me, my blood ran cold!
eelings

leceptive.
Repeating words, phrases, or  the actions the narrator repeated as he entered theold |
| characters'actions man’s room each night !

As you analyze “The Tell-Tale Heart,' look for additional examples of each

“l technique.

Sped) chAd — Man [odeed rve L
bw\luy el Qh\xa@ﬂ Vichm shed e ~ \\1"&@

The Tell-Tale Heart

4 Mr\d‘—o*‘gg;‘“d

. us neveder?
\A/\(\Vl Pl )r\Ue ’\'\(\}S\"‘ﬁ:{// Deorved o ts - Pa{%p%_t.sh



" coMMON
{ “Core L%2

Language Conventions: Using Dashes
y helps readers understand the writer’s
he text to be read. A dash
use a dash

A writer's use of punctuation not onl
message, it can also signal how the writer wants t
(—) is a horizontal line that is longer than a hyphen. Writers may
for different purposes, as noted in the following chart.

to signal a sudden break in thought " did so for seven long nights—every & :
night just after midnight—but found the nks
(7 RS

eye always closed ... Pg‘

"l resolved to open a little—a very, very

to signal the reader to pause and pay

attention little crevice in the lantern.”
to let the reader better hear a narrator’s  “l went down to open it with a light Pﬁ) . g,/‘

thoughts (f W O( heart—for what had | now to fear?”

Notice that when the interrupting thought appears in the middle of the
sentence, one dash appears at the beginning of the thought and one dash
appears at the end. Look at this example from“The Tell-Tale Heart":

He had the eye of a vulture—a pale blue eye, with a film over

it. Whenever it fell upon me, my blood ran cold; and so by QO\ . %‘
degrees—very gradually—I made up my mind to take the life
of the old man, and thus rid myself of the eye forever.

The dash after “vulture; signals the reader to pause and pay attention. The
two dashes surrounding “very gradually” emphasize the slow, gradual process
the narrator went through before deciding to kill the old man. Poe uses
dashes not only to indicate pauses, but also 1o let the reader hear the excited,

irrational voice of the narrator.

Practice and Apply Working with a partner, write a paragraph in which your

narrator tells readers about him- or herself. Use dashes to

o et off a sudden break in thought.
« signal the reader to pause and pay attention.
« let the reader better hear your narrator’s voice.
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Similarities Differences
Foreshadow at Real sound in BC/
Elements of [beginning Imagined sound TTH
q [ronic endings TTH Red Herring
[PUSPENISE Sound effects More FS in BC
Danger=main char [Only TTH clifthanger
| [posession WIth &% - lajcoholic in BC /
Main Is;;ezf): cr(eltlzn;/?:nlz p ) Mental Illness TTH
I(Character : . [TTH repeats self
l<1.11 someone they live TTH stalks/ plans
with and like
Action/ Police arrive BC multiple murder
Events/ Plot narrator gives self away [I'TH cuts up body BC
VENLS/ FLOL hige body in house house burns




